
WELCOME

Reading at Arbury Primary School
Kathy Whiting, Sophie Evans, Laura Townsend, 

Rokeya Kabir 

1. Overview of ERR (Early Reading Research) 
including demonstration lesson

2. Home reading, reading diaries, book bags
3. Group reading – Miss Townsend
4. Reading games – Mrs Evans
5. The importance of being read to.. story time....



Background
• ERR stands for Early Reading Research.
• It uses very effective approaches to 

improving standards in 
reading/writing/spelling; ensuring all 
children reach age appropriate standards; 
preventing the occurrence of reading 
difficulties. 



What does it teach?
It teaches 26 letter sounds, 35 letter combinations (sh, th, ck, 

wh, ur, ai etc) and 100 high frequency words/vocabulary  
(+ suffixes and prefixes in Y2)



The 15 minute session happens 
2 or 3 times a day 

1. 2 minutes of ‘synthesis’ (putting sounds 
together to help reading) ORAL

2. 2 minutes of ‘segmentation’ (starting with 
the whole word and breaking it up, this 
helps with writing and spelling) ORAL

3. 2 minutes of ‘phonics’ VISUAL
4. 2 minutes of ‘sight vocabulary’ VISUAL
5. 7 minutes of reading a big book



Demo lesson!

• Welcome to Class 3.



• Synthesis (helps us learn to read)
• Segmentation (helps us learn to spell)























Big Book



Principles
OR…the technical bit!

1. short focussed sessions spread through the day
2. a range of real books
3. identifying the order in which new skills are taught
4. teaching one skill at a time
5. ‘Interleaved learning’…revisiting the old while learning the 

new
6. ‘Meta cognition’...teachers and children have an 

understanding of why certain ways of teaching are more 
effective than others; children are told ‘We are going to 
do some synthesis, this helps us learn to read’

7. Teaching to fluency ie not pausing, just knowing it 



Guided Reading

• Miss Townsend sharing classroom reading 



Phonics

• Children are expected to be able to 
decode real and fake words using 
knowledge of combinations.

• Eg flarg  and quorg and skarld and 
quigh and voisk and strabe…..useful 
stuff!



Mrs Evans

• Links to reading- games



At home
• Home reading
• Book bags
• Reading diaries



At home 
• The importance of story time everyday
• Website links for families including phonics games



Spring 1 
Class 
Texts



Why read with your child?
• Many studies show that reading to babies and toddlers give them a 

head start in life
• Children who enjoy reading not only do better in language and 

literacy, but in all the different subjects too
• By consistently reading to your child every day you are teaching them 

to concentrate and sit still for longer periods
• Reading together encourages thirst for knowledge
• Reading together creates a bond, especially if you have been at work 

all day, it is a cosy, relaxing time to spend curled up together
• It is good for relaxation, takes you to other worlds, and helps with 

good mental health
• Physical contact (snuggling) while reading releases happy hormones 



Favourites

• Please take and enjoy. 



MAIN MESSAGES
• Teach letter sounds rather than names
• Read with your child every bedtime
• Ask questions about the story
• Let your child see you reading
• If you are raising your child bilingually, read in 

both languages 
• Visit the local library and borrow books
• Borrow and share your child’s class text
• Make reading a pleasure not a chore..ENJOY!



Thank you for coming. 

• Any thoughts, comments or 
questions? 
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