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Aim

to support parents in developing 
children’s  reading skills.



Helping your child with reading

Reading with your child is vital. 
Research shows that it's the 
single most important thing you 
can do to help your child's 
education. It's best to read little 
and often, so try to put aside 
some time for it every day.



Make reading fun - you want your child to 
learn how pleasurable books can be. If 
you're both enjoying talking about the 
content of a particular page, linger over it 
for as long as you like.



Books aren't just about reading the words 
on the page, they can also present new 
ideas and topics for you and your child to 
discuss.

If children are not able to read they find 
other areas of the curriculum challenging 
and are at risk of falling behind.



Reading at school
 In school children have the opportunity to read every 

day. They are encouraged to choose books that are at 
their level- not too easier, not too hard. 

 A general rule of thumb is if they choose a book and 
find more than 5 words that they don’t know it is too 
challenging. No words then it is too easy. 0-5 it is a just-
right book!

 At the end of each half term they are tested to see the 
progress they are making. We also use evidence of 
reading from other subjects. The Home Reading Diaries 
that the children complete are a vital part of the 
evidence which we collect so that we get a true picture 
of the child as a reader.



Home Reading diaries- evidence of greater depth



Band 3- year 3- age 
related expectations

These are the targets that 
your child must reach to 
show that they can read at 
the right level for the age.

Statements are written in 
child friendly language 
and these will be tasks that 
are sent home with their 
reading diaries.

Targets in bold are key 
performance indicators 
and the most important.



Band 3- continued



Band 4- Year 4- age 
related expectations.



Band 4- continued



Tips for helping your child to enjoy books:
• Visit the school website and click on EducationCity. There are lots of 

age appropriate reading activities.

• Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as 
books.

• Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from 
school or just before bed.

• Buy dual-language books if English isn’t your family’s first language - you 
can talk about books and stories, and develop a love for them, in any 
language.

• Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in -
maybe dragons, insects, cookery or a certain sport.

• Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms 
around your house.



Why read with your child?

 To spend quality time together
 To encourage them to develop a love of reading
 To develop their speaking and listening skills through hearing and 

reading good quality sentences and stories/ other texts, as well as 
through taking about books, asking questions etc.

 To increase their vocabulary
 To build their confidence and knowledge of the world
 To help with writing skills; sentence structure, vocabulary, 

punctuation, imagination, creative writing skills and spelling
 To support them in all other areas of the curriculum that need 

reading to access the learning.



Other activities that support reading

 Singing songs together
 Playing games including memory games
 Chatting when you are out and about 
 Generally doing things with your child helps them become alert 

young people and learners, which in turn helps them become 
better readers.



Reading recap
 Your child learned to read at Arbury through ERR, which is a phonics based 

reading programme. 

 They will continue to use their ERR skills to sound out unknown words. You 
need to encourage this; if they need it, help them break down words they 
can’t read, using letter sounds and combinations.

 If your child is finding reading hard, you will need to give them more 
reading time at home. Children who struggle need extra practice. Reading 
is a skills everyone needs to master to the best of their ability.

 If they are behind with reading, they are likely to be behind in other areas 
because they will not be able to do the learning independently. Use 
reading games etc. to make reading more fun and more part of everyday 
life.

 Remember to read books to your child as well as them reading to you.

 Reading takes lots of practice, it is a partnership, a shared responsibility, we 
cannot and should not do it all at school. It is also a special sharing time if 
you set yourselves up right, away from distractions. Just 10 minutes every 
day will help make a child into a lover of books and reading. 
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