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My child has
only additional languages!



* Benefits: Cultural, Social, economic ...

* (Challenge: going to schooll




Why school a challenge!?

* Bilingual children are linguistically “behind”
—> challenge to achievement in English.

* English takes over—> challenge to
maintaining bilingualism.




Who is bilingual?

C\P\O HELLO GUT
' ON




2/3 of children in the world!



Actual bilinguals!

e “‘the majority of bilinguals do not have equal
fluency In their languages, many have an
accent In at least one of their languages, ana
many acquired their other language(s) when
they were adolescents or adults. ... bilinguals

use their languages for different purposes, In

different domains of life, to accomplish

different things.” (Grosiean2013) 20132013:7)




Advantages to learning

 Cognitive
c Communication

* Linguistic



* Executive functions:
memory, attention, cognitive
flexibility

» Concentration, attention,
task perspective




e What’s the font colounr?



e XXXXX



e XXAXXX



 GREEN



* RED



* PURPLE



* BLUE



 Bilingual kids are better than
mohnolingual kids of the same age In
coghitive tasks.

* They manage two systems.

 Any pair of languages is good for
this mental gymnastics!



Communication: reading behind the lines

Version 1: George and his mother were in
the living room. George asked his mother:
“Mom can | buy an ice-cream?” His mother
replied “There’s money in my wallet”.

Version 2: George and his mother were in
the living room. George asked his mother:
“Mom can | buy an ice-cream?” His mother
replied “You are ill”.




Linguistic Benefits

 Bilingual kids are better linguists

e Attention to sounds, structure and
meaning of words



Which is the longest word? (Sorace 2010)

train caterpillar




Literacy/Reading

Background skills

* Oral proficiency/vocabulary
* Cognritive development

* Metalinguistic awareness



e Vocabulary “deficit” (for pre-school
bilinguals the gap closes around 5th
grade); evidence for challenges in
secondary education in reading

* Conepts vs. Words

e Result of variable input (not cognitive
ability).



https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education/about/statistics

» Cognrtive advantages not always present

+ Studies Indicating lower achievement of EAL
students




» Bilinguals have very different experiences

» Bilingual education and biliteracy a predictor of
cognitive advantages.



Reading and biliteracy

e Words used In children’s books are

considerably rare in comparison to those
used In prime time television

igher linguistic complexity of written text

* Reading skills transfer




Born Global Projet

Seven out of ten employers believe that school and college
leavers and graduates who only speak English are at disadvantage
in the jobs market.

Fight out of ten employers believe that foreign language skills are
equally important as STEM subjects to Britain's future

957% of employers believe that young people who speak a
different language in addition to English in the home should
regard bilingualism as an asset



Nurturing bilingualism

» Importance of use

» Importance of sustained and frequent input to

nurture learning



Healthy

linguistic
Diet!
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